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stantiating that gun contreol is

not the real issue behind mass

shootings. Evidence fails to
support a correlation suggest-
ing that gun laws resgult in a
decreased amount of mass shoot-

ings. Those who are willing to
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4% for increased illegal weapon
% sales, which establishes fur-
ther instability. However, the
necesggity to balance the right
to bear arms and the need to be
protected should be thoroughly
explored.
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here are compelling facts sub-

Estimated Murder Rates and Firearm,

Hiarltiating that gun control is

not l'ilL‘ I'CJ:T.} ihi."i-lil{': l'il::lT. IIEL’LI.H (o

| | blic scruti Eacl Estimated Firearms— Rate per
s ”‘F'“.:j“* SRR ‘“‘*; Estimated  Rateper100,000  Related Murder 100,000 of the
“”T '*”ql ”{3“ I*‘;“ L‘”am“’ SHEh Year Murder Victims  of the Population Victims Population
' e i s SR A 1993 24,526 9.5 17,073 6.6
School rragt{l}e‘, there is a flurry of media
h}'pu u:-jing the horrihic event to pu:—.‘h for 1994 23,326 9.0 16,333 6.3
more gun control. These events stir ques- 1995 21,606 9 14,727 e
tions about Americas love for guns, and
X . 1996 19,645 7.4 13,261 5.0
the right to own them, guns linked to
other crimes, gun-free zones, and many LT 18,208 6.8 Li,333 4.6
others. Unfortunately, none of these ques- 1998 16.974 6 3 11.006 i)
tions are L‘L-lsily answered. Gun ﬁwntrship
; ¥ ; : : 1999 15522 i R L0 ELT 2 3T
in America is no casual thing. It is estimat-
ed that there are 310 million [mu—miiitar}f 2000 15,586 545 10,203 3.5
guns in America. Specifically, there are 114 2001 16 037 - 10.139 3 6
million h:—lndguns, 110 million rifles, and 5009 6 29 . it
86 million shotguns (Krouse, 2012). That 2N R & Vs s
amounts to 90 guns for every 100 puuplu 2003 16,528 B 11,037 3.8
in America. | 2004 16,148 5.5 10,665 3.6
Proponents of more gun control quickly
" S o 2005 16,740 5.6 11,363 3.8
advocate that guns are the reason there are
more killingﬁ? especially mass shootings. 2006 17,309 5.8 131,731 3.9
The {"ac;qr:«; do not bear that J:'ml_. Table 1 is 2007 17.128 5 11,631 3.9
taken from the legr:::-;smu:-ll Research
Service u:;mupiiatiuu of the Federal Bureau 2008 16,645 >. 4 11,029 3.6
of hw{:r-;l'igaiimfs annual Uniform Crime 2009 15,399 50 10,301 3.4
Report. ﬂccurdiug to this report, firearm- 2010 14,722 48 9.812 3 9
related murders actually decreased from
2011 14,612 4 .7 9,903 2.2

1993 to 2011 (Krouse, 2012).
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Gun-free

safe haven

Regardless of the causal factors of murder and the correlation,
or lack thereof, with guns, and upon consideration of this docu-
mented and factual decline in the murder rate, it becomes obvious
there is an agenda being pushed forward.

First, there is some evidence correlating medications and violent
killings. According to Phil Chalmers, author of Inside the Mind
of a Teen Killer, “there are many crimes connected to prescrip-
tion drugs, whether prescribed to the violent offender or used
for nonmedical purposes” (Chalmers, 2009). The book, Colum-
bine, explains the medication concerns of Eric Harris prior to the
shootings. According to Dave Cullen, Eric complained about his
medication to his doctor indicating the medication was not doing
etl-f:rugh. However, a{:f:m'ding to Cullen, “He told a different story
in his journal” (Cullen, 2009). Cullen said, “Dr. Albert wanted
to medicate him to eradicate bad thoughts and quell anger, he
wrote. That was craziness. He would not accept the human as-
sembly line” (Cullen, 2009). Although correlations exist between
medications and violent killings, it's questionable if the cause is
the medication or the urldﬂr]}ring p:-;}f{:hulugi::ai condition, or a
combination of both.

Secondly, there is an enormous amount of research indicat-
ing that the violent video games being produced today have a
direct correlation to violent crimes. Jordyn McGinnity discuss-
es this with Lt. Col. Dave Grossman, U.S. Army (Ret.), one of
the world’s leading experts on crimes of this nature (McGinnity,
2012). Grossman has been nominated for a Pulitzer Prize for such
works as, Smp ﬁﬂfﬁfﬂg Our Kids to Kill: A Call to Action Flgﬁfmr
TV, Movie and Video Game Vielence. To learn more about the
influence of video games on our children, visit Col. Grossman’s
website at www.killology.org/bio.htm. “Media violence causes
violence in our society,” Grossman said. “All school killers have
had one thing in common. They all dropped out of life and im-

mersed themselves in a culture of violence, especially video games”

(McGinnity, 2012). This reasoning was substantiated in 1992,
when the Journal of the American Medical Association released a
document advising that television violence was a causal factor in
homicides committed annually (McGinnity, 2012).

A commonality berween teen shooters is the use of violent
video games. One video game in particular was shared in com-
mon by two school shooters, Eric Harris of Columbine and Luke
Woodham of Mississippi, which “...allows you to experience the
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act of killing in a very realistic manner. This game is infamous
for its extreme depiction of violence, gore, and satanic imagery”
(Chalmers, 2009). Eric Harris hacked into the software creating
his own characters and adventures (Cullen, 2009).

A much stronger correlation occurred in 1990. At that time,
Congress passed the Gun-Free School Zone Act of 1990. This
law outlawed any firearm, even those carried by licensed in-
dividuals, from entering any school zone including college
campuses. Texas Congressman Steve Stockman calls Gun-Free
School Zones a “deadly experiment that must end” (Nicholson,
2013). Chart 1 shows the number of Mass Murders/Attempted
Murders by decade in these “gun-free zones.” Evaluating these
by decade lends the appearance of a decline. However, as illus-
trated in Chart 2, the same data expressed by year shows a rise
in shootings in “gun-free zones.”

Gun-free zones offer a safe haven for mass murderers. “Guns
are already banned in schools. That is why the shootings hap-
pen in schools. A school is a “helpless-victim zone,” says Richard
Mack, a former Arizona sheritf. “Preventing any adult at a school
from having access to a firearm eliminates any chance the killer
can be stopped in time to prevent a rampage” (Fund, 2012). This
was further expounded upon by John Lott on National Public Ra-
dio. Lott is author of More Guns, Less Crime: Uﬂdfﬂtﬁﬂdfﬂg Crime
and Gun Control Laws. Lott stated, “Essentially all of the multiple
victim public shootings in the United States, and all the ones in
Europe, have one factor in common—that is, they keep occurring
where guns are banned” (Lott, 2012). In the same interview, Lott
goes on to use the Colorado movie theater shooting as an example.
“You had seven movie theaters showing the Batman movie within
a 20-minute drive of the killer’s apartment. One of those seven
movie theaters posted a ban on concealed handguns. The killer
didn't go to the movie theater that was closest to his home. There
was one that was 1.3 miles away. He didn't go to the largest one.
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In fact, one advertises itself quite openly as having the largest au-
ditorium in the state of Colorado. Instead, the one he picked was
the one that banned concealed handguns” (Lott, 2012).

The venues and methods of violence are as random as the state
laws to deter the violence. Emotional instability, mental illness,
emptiness, and depression are all commonalities in these killings.
Laws cannot regulate responses to emotions, mental illnesses, or
historical events that foster the concepts and motivations of a
killer. However, research aimed at healing our mentally ill citi-
zens, curtailing the activities that foster aggressive behavior, and
understanding the activities which fuel and shape their decisions
are within our control. Furthermore, pnwiding path:-j for those in-
dividuals to receive answers and preventative assistance is essential
to the protection of our country.

In 2007, CBS’ 48 Hours interviewed Jamie Rouse, shooter of the
Richland High School shooting in which two people were killed
and one was wounded. Durirlg the interview, Rouse E}{]Jl::'lillﬁ his
emotions and influences. “He now says the music and violent im-
ages were filling an emptiness inside—and their message made him
feel powertul. “I guess for so long I'd felt helpless and weak, and
with violence, you know, you have control,” says Rouse “I'm not
saying that it's music made me did what I did, because ultimately,
it was my choice. But it helped shape who I was™ (Leuing, 2007).
Rouse also mentions that bullying played a role in the development
of his feelings of emptiness (Leuing, 2007).

His words of bullying echo those of Santana High School
shooter Charles “Andy” Williams, who killed two people and
wounded 11 others. As stated in an interview with Primetime,
Williams said, “He started having these flashes and thinking of
taking a gun to school,” said Scott. “If he did that then people
would know that he was really tough and really strong and that
he could fight for himself and fend for himself and people would
leave him alone.” (Sawyer, 20006)
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Chart 1- Mass Murders / Attempted Murders in “Gun-Free Zones” By Decade
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Chart 2 - Mass Murders / Attempted Murders in “Gun-Free Zones" By Year
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Has history demonstrated that when emotionally wounded
people seek solutions for their emptiness, weakness, and lack of
control, while l}ting influenced hy violent imag{i:;, that violence be-
comes the immediate option? When a shooter has been exposed to
violence through video games, do they fall back to that knowledge
as the immediate method? Following the Columbine tragedy, the
FBI and the Secret Service published reports demonstrating school
shooters did not fit into a specific profile, and only a quarter of the
school shooters had t‘[ljli}}’tid video games (Cullen, 2009).

Public outcry for video games and video regulations have been
deafeningly quiet. Yet some of these videos and video games allow
our children to experience killing over and over again. Some are so
real that you must keep a tight grip on the game controls until your
victim has stopped breathing in order to get game credit for their
death. Additionally, amidst the public outcry to control weapons,
there is little to no outcry to allow those we entrust to educate our
children to have the ability to also protect them from killers.

These arguments do not discredit the issues addressed by those
who believe in stronger gun control, all of which must also be
considered in our analysis. For example, in a report on gun own-
v;:rrihip in America puhlir-;htd l}}f the National Institute of Justice,
approximately 60% of gun acquisitions that involved a federal
firearms license enhancement were subject to federal regulations
on matters such as out-of-state sales, criminal history checks, and
bookkeeping. The other 40% of gun acquisitions amounted to
200 million per year, which were off-the-books transfers in some
sm:u[ldal‘y market (Cook, Ludwig, 1997). By all accounts, this is
an area that needs better policing.

Background checks in connection with gun ownership are
another issue demanding evaluation. According to the Congressio-
nal Research Document, “Gun Control Legislation,” background
checks are one of the recurring gun control issues that have
gt:m:r:itr:d ﬁmlgttﬁsiulml interest (Krouse, 2012). Spt‘ﬂiﬁﬁan}-’, 1n-
terest in background checks have included “screening firearms
background check applicants against terrorist watch lists” and
“requiring background checks for private firearms transfers at gun
shows” (Krouse, 2012). Once a gun owner passes the background
check, the owner must be held accountable and responsible for
proper use and care of the weaporn. HL‘{:urding to Phil Chalmers,
“It’s time to start holding gun owners accountable if they do not
properly guard their weapons. If people want the right to own
a deadly weapon, they must also be held legally responsible for
proper storage of their firearms” (Chalmers, 2009).

Finally, why is it that our society is so familiar with names like
Adam Lanza, Ted Kaczynski, and Timothy McVeigh? McVeigh's
trial for the Oklahoma City bombing was prominently broadcast

in the Denver region, where Columbine shooters Eric Harris and
Dylan Klebold lived (Cullen, 2009). Before shooting the students
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of Columbine, “Eric would brag about topping McVeigh in his
journal” (Cullen, 2009). Could it be that these sick individuals
understand that our media will make them forever infamous,
even if for heinous crimes? Maybe what we need our government
to take away is the news media’s ability to broadcast the name of
any suspected mass murderer. Would that draw an outcry of their
first amendment rights being infringed upon, just as gun control
infringes on other’s second amendment rights?

Essentially, many factors impact the mind of a shooter; factors
that go beyond gun control laws. Chalmers reports that every teen
killer and serial killer he interviewed told him “nothing could
have prevented them from getting a weapon, regardless of what
kinds of laws were imposed” (Chalmers 2009). Perhaps it’s time
we focus on how to derail the killers’ mindsets instead of derailing
the public’s right to bear arms. Perhaps it’s time to examine all
concerns and identify legitimate solutions that balance the pub-
lic’s right to bear arms and the ability to be protected.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

DAN O’BRIEN, CSP, CHS-V, is currently the Direc-
tor of Safety and Environmental Health for San
Antonio Water System. He is a Certified Safety
Professional and Certified in Homeland Security,
CHS-V. Dan has a BA in Industrial Education and
an MS in Industrial Technology, both from West
Texas State A&M. Dan has led safety initiatives
in the construction, chemical, utility, and re-

finery industries. He is a professional member of the American Society
of Safety Engineers. Dan has taught both graduate and undergraduate
courses at West Texas A&M. He has authored two books: Business Metric
for Safety Performance: A Quantitative Approach and The Safety Officer’s
Concise Desk Reference. Dan has also published over 30 articles in various
periodicals and industry journals. Dan is currently working on a master’s
certificate in homeland security at Texas A&M University.

BETTY STANTON, CHS-lII, is currently a gradu
ate student at Texas A&M University pursuing
a Master of Public Service and Administration
degree from the George Bush School of Gov
ernment and Public Service. Betty recently
completed a graduate certificate in homeland

security with a concentration in emergency

management and crisis preparedness from the
Bush School. Betty has a BS in Human Resource Management from Park
University. Betty is a 14-year veteran of the U.S. Navy, earning awards in
leadership, program management, and information analysis. Betty has
worked in both the public and private sector as an analyst in the areas
of human resources and incident response.

www.abchs.com 877.219.2519



877.219.2519 www.abchs.com

BY GIVING JUST A FEW HOURS OF MY DAY
| HELP CHILDREN PREPARE FOR

A LIFETIME OF LEARNING

BECAUSE | DON'T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED

Ruth Rusie is part of United Way’'s ongoing work to improve the
education, income, and health of our communities. To find out
how you can help create opportunities for a better life for all,
visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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